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(This proposed amendment is for discussion only and for the interview summary - /FE/) 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently amended) An image classification apparatus for 
classifying image data sets added with accompanying information including 
information items, the image classification apparatus comprising: 

accompanying information obtaining jleyice that obtains the 
accompanying information from the image data sets; 

information item specification jle^'ice that specifies a portion of or all of 
the information items of the accompanying information to be used for image 
classification, and for specifying priority among the specified information items; 
and 

image classification .device that ^^^^^^ the image data sets into groups 

having a hierarchical structure of the specified information items according to 
the specified priority, where the image data sets are stored in a folder 
associated with the information item of the lowest level in the hierarchical 

structure^ 

wherein the hiei-archical sti'iicture of each of the groups has a plurality of 
level's, a nd v/her ein each of the plurality of layers is associated with one 
specifi ed information item, eac h of said specified information items being 
associated with the priority. 

wherein each of the layers of the hierarchical structure is associated with 
a different priority, and 

wherein the image classification means classifies the image data sets into"^ 
groups based on the priority associated with each of said specified information 
items . 



, -Tpeleted: r 



2. (Currently Amended) The image classification apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein the accompanying information includes classification 
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condition information representing a set of the information items to be used for 
image classification and 

the information item specification ^evice s pecifies the information items 
to be used for image classification according to the classification condition 
information. 

3. (Original) The image classification apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography, a photography condition, a 
photography location, a size of an image, the type of a subject, the name of the 
subject, the number of objects as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the 
information items thereof. 

4. (Currently Amended) The image classification apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein the accompanying information includes classification 
condition information representing a combination of the information items to 
be used for image classification and the priority thereof, and 

the information item specification 4evice s pecifies the information items 
to be used for image classification and the priority thereof, according to the 
classification condition information. 

5. (Original) The image classification apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography condition, a photography location, a 
size of an image, the type of a subject, the name of the subject, the number of 
the objects as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the information items 
thereof. 
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6. (Original) The image classification apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography, a photography condition, a 
photography location, a size of an image, the type of a subject, the name of the 
subject, the number of objects as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the 
information items thereof. 

7. (Currently amended) A method for classifying image data sets added 
with accompanying information including information items, the method 
comprising the steps of : 

obtaining the accompanying information from the image data sets; 

specifying a portion of or all of the information items of the 
accompanying information to be used for image classification and for specifying 
priority among the specified information items; and 

classifying the image data sets into groups having a hierarchical 
structure of the specified information items according to the specified priority, 
where the image data sets are stored in a folder associated with the information 
item of the lowest level in the hierarchical structure_, 

^ tri 5 tl e huri-n ci] tin d 1 1 h o the g nips has j jlurali ty of 

laver^, Aid hi^^^ - cl ol the ^^bualry oi layers dbsocidCed w one 
speciiie d information item, eac h of said specified information items being 
associa!;ed witf i xne piionty, 

wherein eacn of tne layers of the hierarchical structure is associated with 
a duierenr. prioriTVi and 

wherein classifying the image data seis into groups is based on the 
p^ I. I" a, > td \Mth ( dc: s I i -^pc (.ltd .ro .ui < ] J( i i , 



8. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein the 
accompanying information includes classification condition information 
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representing a set of the information items to be used for image classification, 
and 

the step of specifying the information items is the step of specifying the 
information items to be used for image classification according to the 
classification condition information. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the 
accompanying information includes at least one of items comprising time and 
date of photography, a photography condition, a photography location, a size of 
an image, the type of a subject, the name of the subject, the number of objects 
as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the information items thereof. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein the 
accompanying information includes classification condition information 
representing a combination of the information items to be used for image 
classification and the priority thereof, and 

the step of specifying the information items and the priority is the step of 
specifying the information items to be used for image classification ad the 
priorify thereof, according to the classification condition information. 

1 1. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
accompanjdng information includes at least one of items comprising time and 
date of photography, a photography condition, a photography location, a size of 
an image, the type of a subject, the name of the subject, the number of objects 
as the subject, and event, and a comment, as the information items thereof. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein the 
accompanying information includes at least one of items comprising time and 
date of photography, a photography condition, a photography location, a size of 

4 MKM/CJB/lps 



AppUcationNo. 10/669,471 



DocketNo.: 2091-0292P 



an image, the lype of a subject, the name of the subject, the number of objects 
as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the information items thereof. 

13. (Currently amended) A tangible computer readable recording medium 
storing thereon a program for causing a computer to execute a method for 
classifying image data sets added with accompanying information including 
information items, the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining the accompanying information from the image data steps; 

specifying a portion of or all of the information items of the 
accompanying information to be used for image classification and for 
specifying priority among the specified information items; and 

classifying the image data sets into groups having a hierarchical 
structure of the specified information items according to the specified priority, 
where the image data sets are stored in a folder associated with the information 
item of the lowest level in the hierarchical structure^ 

wherein the hierarchical structure of each of the groups has a plurality of 
layers, and wherein each of the pharality of layers is associated wit h one 
specified information item, eaci-i of said specified information items being 
^LSSjociated with the 

wherein each of the layers of the hierarchical stracture is associated with 
a different priority, and 

wherein classifying the image data sets into groups is based on the 
priority associated with each of said specified information items. 

14. (Original) The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 13, wherein the accompanying information includes classification 
condition information representing a set of the information items to be used for 
image classification, and 
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the step of specifying the information items is the step of specifying the 
information items to be used for image classification according to the 
classification condition information. 

15. (Original) The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 1 4, wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography, a photography condition, a 
photography location, a size of an image, the type of a subject, the name of the 
subject, the number of objects as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the 
information items thereof. 

16. (Original) The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 13, wherein the accompanying information includes classification 
condition information representing a combination of the information items to 
be used for image classification and the priority thereof, and 

the step of specifying the information items and the priority is the step of 
specifying the information items to be used for image classification condition 
information. 

17. (Original) The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 1 6, wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography, a photography condition, a 
photography location, a size of an image, the type of a subject, an event, and a 
comment, as the information items thereof. 

18. (Original) The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 13, wherein the accompanying information includes at least one of items 
comprising time and date of photography, a photography condition, a 
photography location, a size of an image, the type of a subject, the name of the 
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subject, the number of objects as the subject, an event, and a comment, as the 
information items thereof. 

19. (Previously Presented) The image classification apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein the hierarchical structure of each of the groups 
has a plurality of layers, 

wherein a lower layer in the hierarchical structure is associated with a 
group having a lower order of priority; and 

wherein an image data set is classified into a group in the lowest layer of 
the hierarchical structure, the lower layer being a layer corresponding to the 
information item that has the lowest order of priority among the information 
items included in the accompanying information. 

20. (Previously Presented) The computer readable recording medium 
according to claim 13, wherein the hierarchical structure of each of the groups 

has a plurality of layers, 

wherein a lower layer in the hierarchical structure is associated with a 

group having a lower order of priority; and 

wherein an image data set is classified into a group in the lowest layer of 
the hierarchical structure, the lower layer being a layer corresponding to the 
information item that has the lowest order of priority among the information 
items included in the accompanying information. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The image classification apparatus of claim 
19, wherein the image classification means automatically creates the groups 
having the hierarchical structure of the specified information items according 
to the specified priority. 



7 



MKM/CJB/lps 



AppUcationNo. 10/669,471 



DocketNo.: 2091-0292P 



22. (Previously presented) The image classification apparatus of 
claim 1 , wherein the information item is arbitrarily designated by a user. 



23. (Canceled) 
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